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Squirrel saySr 


Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! . 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. oA wic! 


If you haven't got WON 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95, Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 , 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Upset by Weasel’s comments about not 
having a mate, Owl had left White Deer 
Park to go in search of a partner. 


She had hoped to find a male owl resting 


there, but all she found was a group of 


roosting bats. “Good afternoon,” said Owl. 


As Owl flew around, she noticed that a 
terrible storm was brewing. She flew into 

a nearby church tower, hoping to find shelter 
from the rain. 


One of the larger bats opened its eyes, “Is 
that addressed to me personally, as Chief 
bat, or directed to all of us?” she asked. 


“Either way,” replied Owl, “I don’t give a 
hoot.” “Ooh, she doesn’t give a hoot,” 
laughed the bats. 


Owl explained that she was looking for a 
mate. “I'll find you a mate,” said the Chief 
bat and, before Owl could object, the bat 
flew off in search of one. 


“She won’t be long,” said another bat, flying 
in to take her place. “I’m Chief bat until she 
comes back, you can talk to me.” 
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“What an insult,” said the bat. “Perhaps if I 
tell you a story we could all settle down and 
drift off to sleep,” suggested Owl. “It’s all 
about when I and Fox and the others made 
our famous journey to White Deer Park.” 


“Well, I know it’s not an owl as such, but it’s 
a bird of some sort,” replied Chief bat. “How 
do you do,” ventured the bedraggled rook. 


“It’s hard to talk to someone when they’re 
upside down,” said Owl, huffily. “Of course 
I’m upside down, I’m a bat,” she replied. 
“Well, that’s your problem,” retorted Owl. 


“That’s boring, there are no bats in it,” 
shouted the bats. Just then, the Chief bat 
flew back with a bedraggled rook in tow. 
“What do you call this?” asked Owl, snootily. 


Owl was upset by this insult and she flew 
off, even though the rain was pouring down 
outside. She sat on the branch of a tree ang 
cried herself to sleep. 
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In the morning, a male owl landed on the 
same branch. Ow] thought her luck was 
about to change. “Blustery night, wasn’t it?” 
said the male owl. “Plenty of mice this 
morning, though. I caught 16.” 


“I expect when you dry off you don’t look so 
weather-beaten,” commented the owl. Owl 
agreed, “Yes, yes, as you Say, it’s been a 
blustery night.” 


The male owl left the two females to talk. 
“He’s very handsome, isn’t he?” the female 
asked. “Yes, an excellent specimen, I’m sure,” 
Owl replied. “Looking for a mate, are you?” 
asked the female, “I know the look.” 


“16? My, my,” said Owl, in admiration. “I 
would have saved you one had I known you 
were here,” he said. “How kind of you,” 
smiled Owl, fluttering her eyelids. 


As they spoke, a female owl flew down to 
join them. The male owl introduced her as 
his mate. Owl looked crestfallen. 


The owl told her where she could find a 
whole tree full of male owls. Owl thanked 
her for the tip and hurried off to find the 
said spot, her hopes renewed. 


Next week: Farmyard noises. 


All About... 


BeeA\) (ere 


GCHi there! I’m Red kangaroo, King of the Australian 
marsupials, and I’m here to tell you a bit about us kangaroos 
and about some of the other marsupials. d\ y 

First of all, | guess you want to know what “4 
4 marsupial is. Well, it’s a mammal that has 
a pouch that protects its young while it is 
developing and growing. There are many 
different kinds, from nectar feeders and \ 
herbivores (they eat plants) to carnivores. Aye 
They live in many different parts of our vast 
continent, from deserts to tropical forests. 

We kangaroos belong to a group called 
Macropodidae, which means big footed. Can you 
see why? We have short front legs, large powerful 
hind legs and a long stiff tail that helps us to balance.99 


We male Reds are the largest Australian 
marsupials. If we stand upright on our 
clawed toes, we reach 3m. | weigh a hefty 
80kg and my fur is a rich reddish brown. 
Our females, who are sometimes called 
blue flyers, are about half our weight and 
their fur is a smoky blue colour. We live in 
dry, grassy parts of central Australia. We 
spend most of the day in the shade of 
trees and shrubs - when it gets very hot 
we pant to keep cool. We emerge in the 
late afternoon to feed on grasses. We 
sometimes have to travel huge distances 
to find enough to eat. To digest the tough 
grasses, we have a special compartment 
where our food is fermented before it 
passes into the stomach. 


Naianton! 


TOP HOP 

When a large kangaroo bounds 
along, it normally jumps about 1.5m 
off the ground. But if it is fleeing from 
danger, it can bounce 3m into the air. 


Grey kangaroos are large, like us, but their 
fur is silvery to golden grey and they live 
mainly in forests. This mother is carrying her 
joey — that’s what we call our youngsters — 
in her pouch. When it is born, the youngster 
is only about the size of a baked bean and it 
is not fully formed. It crawls up the mother’s 
stomach, using its tiny forepaws, until it 


We are very well designed for hopping - we 
actually use up less energy hopping than 
other animals do when they run. This 
means that we can bound along for miles at 
a steady 20km per hour, speeding up to 
65km per hour if necessary. We cannot 
move our hind legs separately, so when we 
move slowly, for example, when we are 
grazing, we lollop forwards on to our front 
legs using the tail as a prop and then swing 
both hind legs forward together. 


reaches the pouch and then it fastens on to 
one of her four teats. It stays there, feeding 
on her milk and protected by her pouch, for 
six months. Then she lets it out for short 
spelis, but it jumps back in, head-first, at any 
sign of danger. It leaves the pouch for good 
at about one year oid, but will still return for a 
suckle from time to time. 


All About... 


Other marsupials 


6¢6There are about 200 kinds of 
marsupial in Australia and most of 
these are vegetarian. We 
marsupials have more teeth than 
most European mammals. Our 
pouches vary quite a lot: the tree 
climbers and leapers have deep 
pouches so that their young do not 
fall out, while other kinds have 
only a thin fold of skin. In some 
marsupials the pouch develops 
only during the breeding season.99 


The wombat is the largest burrowing 
animal in the world. It is about 1m 
long and excavates long burrows with 
its powerful front limbs. Wombats 
forage for food on their own, but they 
often share burrows where they can 
rest between feeding trips. 


fi 


i ee Seca 
Common wombats'dig’serles 
of tunnels, some as long'as.“""" = 
20m, under the forested 
slopes of south-east Australia, 


rrows have’a resting 
Placé, close to the,entrance, 
where the wombats can work 
out howsight and how cold It 

is gutéide before they emerge. 


MEAT-EATING MARSUPIALS 
Quolls don’t look much like weasels or stoats, but they are just 
as ferocious — they can kill mammals, birds and reptiles their 
own size with a bite to the back of the neck. Their pouches 

_ are folds of skin that develop at breeding time. The female 
gives birth to as many as 30 partly developed young, each 
about the size of a grain of rice, but only the six strongest 
survive. After eight weeks, she hides them in a grass-lined 
den and suckles them when she returns from feeding. They 
have to fend for themselves when they are five months old. 


ae aN : 
Like most marsupials; 
wombats feed at night. They 


eat areetection of y 
Peart ma i mae 


The motiter|has just one 
youngster, which stays in 
her pouch for six months. 
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Until quite recently, a large, wolf-like, carnivorous marsupial 
roamed the remote countryside of Tasmania. It was called a 

Vics 4 Thylacine and it was striped like a tiger, but shaped like a hyena. 
+ | Because Thylacines killed settlers’ sheep, farmers shot or trapped 
thousands of them at the beginning of this century. 

Nobody knows for sure whether there are any Thylacines still alive. 


Possums are marsupials that first 
lived high up in the treetops in the 
rainforest. But now, members of 
this family, like the Brushtail 
possum, can even be seen in 
parks and gardens. The female 
carries her young in the pouch for 
four to five months and then on 
her back for another two months. 
As soon as she is ready to mate 
again, she deserts her youngster 
and it must quickly find a safe 
tree hole in which to hide. The 
youngsters have a hard time 
trying to survive on their own: 
many of the trees have already 
been claimed by stronger males 
and searching for food on the 
ground is risky, because of 
dingoes, cats and quolls. This is 
why possums often venture into 
gardens looking for food. 
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He’s got a terrible temper, and he TWO EYES 
particularly dislikes weasels - as far as 


he’s concerned, anything that isn’t a deer 


COLOUR IN 
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You should be able to find six Spinifex 
pigeons sheltering in the tall grass. 


HAPPY ..; 
VALENTINE’S* |: 
DAY Hon ire 


A female Deep-sea 


anglerfish gives off a special 
Every year, on February 14, we scent, called a pheromone, to attract.a mate. The 


celebrate Valentine’s day. St lucky male who finds her fastens on to her body with his 
Valentine is the patron saint of jaws and - as far as is known — never lets go! Eventually, 
love; some country people even their blood supplies become connected. 

believe that birds find their 
mates on this day. People 
usually celebrate the day by 
sending a card or little present to someone 
they are very fond of. | might try some of 
these ideas out on Weasel, and see if | can 
get her feeling a bit romantic for a change. 


It’s thought that Dingoes were 
brought to Australia from Asia by 
the Aborigines over 5000 years ago. 
Although they look like domestic 
dogs, they don’t bark, but 

make a long, dismal howl, 

like wolves. They do this at 
night, which is also when they 
do their hunting. 


= Spinifex pigeons are 
As. specially adapted to life in 
the dry outback - they 

have a very low metabolic rate 
(they burn off their food very 
slowly), so don’t need much 

g food to survive, although they 


a “do need water. They are usually 
= 
nad 


LASTING 
RELATIONSHIPS 

Geese and swans have a 
special relationship, 
called a pair 
bond, that often 
lasts for life. They 
show their feelings 
by preening each other. 


Camouflage is generally how the 
Bearded dragon protects itself, but if 
it’s really threatened, it has a 
spectacular defence. It opens its mouth 
wide to show the bright yellow inside, 
stretches out its ‘beard’ and blows out 
its ribs, making it look much bigger. The 
Bearded dragon grows up to 75cm long 
and feeds on insects, worms, mice, 
small lizards and soft green plants. 


spotted darting in and out of 
Spinifex grass and nearby rocks. 


HEART FRAME 


Put a picture of yourself in a heart- 
shaped frame and give it to someone 
you know will appreciate it - like your 
mum, or maybe your best friend. 


A fully grown Emu can weigh 50kg 
and stand taller than a man. The 
male bird sits on the female’s 
eggs until they hatch out, 
which takes about eight 
weeks. After the eggs 
have hatched, the male 
looks after the chicks 
(there can be as many as 11) until 
they are about 18 months old. 


. q Copy the template twice on to 

You will need: thin card, one showing the inner 
photo of yourself, scissors, heart and one not. (Scale it up as 
craft knife, thin card, pencil, you copy it to fit your photograph — 
double-sided sticky tape, see Discovering Nature, issue 80.) 
PVA glue, string, sticky tape. Cut out the two heart shapes, 
and ask an adult to help you cut 
the inner heart shape out of one of 
them. This leaves you with a piece 
of card for the backing, and a 
frame for the photo. 

Decorate the frame with heart 
shapes cut out of coloured paper. 


_4 ») 


Sturt’s desert pea is a 
herb. Its stems trail over 
the ground for up toa 


One of the animals that everyone thinks of metre, but grow stiff Eiieanseitertn has eeatn 
when they think of Australia is the Red and upright after heavy 

kangaroo. This is probably the biggest rain to support brilliant 

living marsupial; the male weighs about red flowers. The flowers 

80kg - about twice the weight of the consist of odd-shaped 

female. The colour also varies between the black and scarlet petals, 

sexes: the male has a brilliant reddish surrounded by greenish 

brown coat, while the female’s soft blue grey, silky leaves. 


coat often gives it the name of blue flyer. 


The Sand goanna is common in Australia. This 
reptile grows to about two metres long, 
ge and eats rabbits, other lizards, eggs, 
Za insects and carrion (rotten meat). Its 
forked tongue, together with a special 

organ, called Jacobson’s organ, helps it catch 


Q Make sure your photo fits on the backing 3 Tape a little loop 


prey. Even if an animal has dug itself right into card and you can see enough of it through of string to the back 
the sand, the Sand goanne:can use a the frame — trim the frame if necessary. Put so the framed photo 
Jacobson’s organ to sniff it out. some blobs of glue on the inside of the can be hung up in 
a frame, position the photo on the backing pride of place. 


card, then stick down the frame. 


FRIENDSHIP 
BRACELET 


Make a colourful bracelet to 
give to your best friend, so 
that they will always think of 
you when they wear it. All you 
need are some embroidery 
silks, about 20cm long, in at 
least three colours. 


q Just knot the embroidery 
silks together at one end and 
then weave them together in a 
plait. When you get to the end, 
tie another knot, leaving a tail 
of about 4cm at each end. 


‘a 
POP UP VALENTINES GARD 


Q Find your 
friend and tie 
the bracelet 
round their 
wrist, fastening 
it with a reef 
knot. Trim the 
tail off if it looks 
straggly. 


Send this to someone you really like. You don’t 
have to sign your name - if you put a question 
mark, they'll wonder who their secret admirer is! 


3 Cut out two 
heart shapes, 
each about 
1.5em high. 
Cut two strips 
of paper, 13cm 
long and 
0.5cm wide, 
Pleat them like 
a concertina. 
Glue a heart 
shape to the 
end of each 
one, and glue 
the other end 
inside the vase 


\ {] Cut a piece of thin 
card about 30 x 18cm. } 

Fold it in half for your 

basic card. Write 

the name of the person 

you're sending it to on 


Ask an 
adult to 


5 BEART TARTS 


2) Do you know the poem by 
Lewis Carroll that begins, “The 
Queen of Hearts, She made some 

tarts, All on a summer's day”? 
re yp Perhaps she made tarts like these. 


REEF KUOT 


To tie a reef knot, tie the. 
| “two ends of your bracelet 
| together left over right, 

; then right over left. This 
| makes a strong knot, but 
| one that’s easy to untie. 


You will need: 

225g flour, 100g margarine, 
jam, water, rolling pin, patty tin, 
pastry cutter. 


q Pre-heat the oven to 
200°C/400°F/Gas Mark 6. 


2 Rub the margarine 


into the flour with your 3 Roll out the ‘ 

Ur pastry ona 
He me it ie floured surface until it’s a Put a teaspoon of *,, py 
ike breadcrumbs. about as thick as a pencil. in each round, Cut small hea 


saeleh en uceseeen Use a cutter to make small shapes from the left-over pastry 
an He rounds and put them ina and put one on each tart. 
J greased patty tin. 
bound well together, r 
but not too sticky. § Bake in the oven for 20 minutes, 


You will need: or until the pastry is golden brown. 
thin card in different colours, scissors, 
ruler, pencil, paper, paper glue. 


§ Cut another heart 

shape, about 5cm deep. 

Make a crease down the 
middle. Cut a strip of 
paper 6 x 1cm and 
concertina-fold it. Glue the 
‘tail’ to the heart, then 
stick one half of the heart 
down on the card, letting 
the other half stick up. 
Glue the tip of the tail just 
inside the vase. 


R Trace the vase 
template on to card. 
Fold the two long edges 
to make tabs. Fold the 
vase in half and crease 
it down the middle. 


6 Cut some flower-heads 
out of paper. Cut two leaf 
shapes with thick stalks 

| about 7cm long. Stick a 
flower to the top of each 
stalk. Pleat-fold the rest of 
the stalk and stick the end 
to the card. 


i] Write a romantic message 
inside the card. Either sign your 
name inside the card or just put a 
question mark. 


a Put some glue along the 
vase tabs and stick the vase 
to the middle of the card, 
lining up the centre creases. 
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A TOINOUHD ONIN IYNVA 


Puzzle it ouf P=” 
HOW MANY? 


PAN CAK DAW, | How many things a 2 Pin the 7 : 


“l’ve invited Plucky round for tea,” Mrs Hare - She bundled them out of doors. When they were 

informed her daughter, Dash. “Help me lay the ready, she shouted “Go!” — and off they went, = 

table, won’t you?” tossing pancakes as they ran. It was close — but A (2 
It wasn’t long before the two youngsters were Dash won in the end. : eC 

sitting on the floor with a large pile of pancakes “I'll never beat you,” grumbled Plucky. 

between them. “Never mind,” said Mrs Hare. “Now that’s over, 


“Catch the frisbee!” Plucky called out, throwing a we can go inside and have a feast!” 
pancake towards Dash. She caught it and then 
put it on her head. “Makes a good hat,” she said. 
At that moment, her mother entered the room. 

“Oh no!” groaned Mrs Hare. “Instead of making 
a mess inside, why don’t you go outside and 
have a pancake race. Here’s a frying pan and 
pancake each!” 


PANCAKE FILLINGS 
Can you see what fillings there 
are for the pancakes? 


PILE OF PANCAKES 
How many pancakes 
has Mrs Hare given 
Plucky and Dash to 
eat on a plate? 


Se ees 
ae eae 


PANCAKE WORDS 
The word “pancake” is made from two words “pan” and “cake”. 
Can you make six words by pairing up the names of the objects here? 


Puzzle it out Pia” 
» mm i ROPER J0Kes in THE KITCHEN 


Match the beginnings and ends of these six jokes. 


100g plain flour, pinch of salt, one 
beaten egg, 300m! semi-skimmed 
milk, vegetable oil, sieve, mixing 
bowl, wooden spoon, 20cm frying 
pan, spatula, measuring spoons, 
—Q— ee greaseproof paper, plate. 

j Ask a grown up to help you. 


Here’s a recipe for six 
pancakes. This is what 
you’ll need. 


0 Sieve the flour and salt into a 
bowl. Make a ‘well’ in the middle. @ Gently mix in the rest of the 3 Heat (tsp of oil in the 


Put a beaten egg and alittle milk — milk, adding a little at a time. pan. Put 4tbsp of batter in 
into the well and mix in gently. Make the mixture smooth - by — asmall bowl and pour it 
the time you're finished the into the middle of the pan. 


batter should be quite runny Tip the pan so that the 
with no lumps! f batter covers the base. 


Fillings 
You can squeeze lemon or 
orange juice and sprinkle sugar 
over the pancake. Try making 
cinnamon sugar by mixing tatsp 
cinnamon with 2tbsp of caster 
sugar. This is delicious on its 
own, or with slices of apple, pear 
or banana. Otherwise fill it with 
| 


your favourite spread —- jam, 

maple syrup or chocolate. Or, 
make a savoury pancake with 

ham or cheese. | 
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@ Cook for about a minute, — § Slide the cooked pancake on “Ly :28eq ‘ezzig ‘Ajanid 
or until the edges go golden to aplate and cover with ‘yueld ‘suinid ‘2d ‘ped ‘si!oued ‘ead 
brown. You could try tossing greaseproof paper. Add a drop of ee bed Pasa Bgl od yuled 
it to turn it over. If not, just oil to the pan for each new swclpeiags = harp 
use a spatula to flip it on to pancake. Fill your pancake with ‘ysruqujool Jg ‘Uoodsa|gel sy 
the other side. something scrummy — and eat! ‘quoydpeay JE ‘axeYsyIW gs 
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